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Wood carving is another art form found in many parts 
of India and has a long history. Here one can see the 
carving of an elephant in rosewood and the Indian 
national emblem in sandalwood. Rosewood is very 
amenable to carving. Sandalwood is very soft and has 
a pleasant aroma. Sandalwood oil is used as a 
perfume. The Sarnath Lion Pillar is the emblem of 
India. The four lions represent power, courage, and 
confidence. The dharma chakra (24 rungs) represents 
wheel of the law, and elephant, bull, lion, and horse 
represent four directions. The lotus flower 
representing the fountain of life and inspirations. The 
writing in Hindi means “Truth alone triumphs”. 

सत्यमेव जेयते 
Truth alone triumphs 
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